
Calendar 
Highlights 

August 2 
Family Film Night 

Fellowship Hall 
6:30 PM 

August 4 
Holy Communion 

September 7 
Chancel Choir Retreat 

Lutheran Church 
9 AM - 3 PM 

September 8 
Worship  

8:30 Chapel 
10 Sanctuary 

RALLY DAY 
Fellowship Hall 

11:15 -12:15 

September 11 
Rehearsals for Children's 

and Youth Choirs 

September 12 
Rehearsals for Adult Choirs 

September 9-13 
First Week of Preschool 

Hearts Open to Christ - Doors Open to His World

Glad Tidings
First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield • AUGUST • 2019

Pastor’s Notes 

Dear Family of Faith Members, 

A surprising thing happened once I announced my 
retirement this past spring. A significant number of church 
members started to ask what they could do to assure that our 
ministries and missions would continue uninterrupted once I 
move on to the next chapter in my life. 

I can't begin to tell you how simultaneously distressed and 
thankful I was! Distressed, because it made me realize that members thought the 
church's work depended on the pastor, in this case me. And thankful, because 
wonderful gifts and abilities, possessed by so many, would be shared with our 
family of faith now and in the months ahead, better yet in the years ahead.  

Is there an important place in the life of the church for its pastors? Of course. But 
it is not to do the work of the church. It is to nurture others to carry out their 
particular ministries in and beyond the life of the congregation. If my announced 
retirement has motivated more people than were already deeply engaged here 
to be involved more intentionally in ministry, then I wish I had told you years ago I 
was leaving. It would have been a lie, of course, but a stimulating one! 

So with my gratitude for what has happened the last few months comes an 
invitation to you for the approaching months. Come talk to me if you have had a 
sensing or desiring to offer to our church family a skill, an ability, a spiritual gift or 
an idea, but haven't seen where or how it could be used here. I promise I'll help 
you find out where and how! And just think how much stronger we will be as a 
family of faith if you share with everyone else what God has given to you. 

In Christ's peace,  
Bill

Rev. Bill Getman 
Senior Pastor
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WORSHIP 

Summer Schedule 

10:00 AM  
Fellowship Hall 

Holy Communion 
First Sundays 

First Presbyterian 
Church 

20 Kings Highway 
East 

Haddonfield, NJ  
08033 

www.haddonfieldpres
.org 

856-429-1960

SAVE THE DATE FOR A 
COOL MOVIE NIGHT—
FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP 
IN SUPPORT OF FMSC 
On August 2, Fellowship Hall 
becomes your neighborhood 
movie theater for the 
evening. Bring the whole 
family to see The Jungle 
Book (2016). Doors open at 
6:30 p.m.; screening begins 
at 7. Admission is free.  

Food will be available for 
purchase to benefit Feed My 
Starving Children Mobilepak, 
which will take place October 
25-27, 2019. With your help, 
we will pack our 2 millionth 
meal! 

TIME FOR BACK TO 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES!  
 Each year we collect 
backpacks and school 
supplies for needy children in 
our area.  From mid-August 
through September, you will 
be able to drop them off in 
the mission closet on the first 
floor.  

 We will be distributing the 
supplies through the 
Camden Community Center. 
 As always, if Kids Alley or 
Urban Promise have unmet 
needs, we will help them. 
 Thousands of children need 
help getting off to a good 
start at school.  Please join us 
in helping them. 

Glad Tidings 

Betsy Westermaier  
Editor 

beewulf@mac.com 

— Church Staff — 

Rev. Bill Getman  
Pastor 

Peter 
Leibensperger 
Music Director 

Nancy Ruth 
Wainwright  

Children’s Choirs 

Mark A. Cole 
Organist 

Gabrielle 
Heimerling 

Director of Christian 
Education 

Jeff Vanderkuip 
Director of Youth 

and Family 
Ministries 

Barbara Sewall  
Preschool Director 

Anne Vial  
Office Administrator 

Kris Bean  
Financial Secretary 

Ed Hess 
Community 
Caseworker 

Elizabeth Kessler  
Receptionist 

Mike Richardson 
Custodian 

Mark Hall 
Security

THANK YOU FROM IFC 
Gratitude is defined as a state 
of thankfulness. Interfaith 
Caregivers thanks our friends at 
First Presbyterian Church 
including the Property and 
Finance Committee, the 
Session, Bill Getman, Ed Hess, 
Wayne McAllister, and Paul 
Nussbaum. We are so thrilled to 
be occupying the first floor of 
the Wezner House. We have 
been busy getting the space 
ready for our office staff.  

 Our late founder, and former 
First Presbyterian member, Dr. 
Joan Gault’s vision for Interfaith 
Caregivers was, “neighbors 
helping neighbors.” On behalf 
of the Board of Trustees, staff, 
volunteers, and those we serve, 
thank you for extending a 
neighborly hand to us.  

KIDS ALLEY NEWS 
Kids Alley packed up all their 
stuff and moved into their new 
permanent home in Camden. 
But first they left us a giant 
thank you poster signed by the 
kids.  Look for it across from 
Fellowship Hall. After years of 
moving from place to place, 
Kids Alley finally has a place to 
call home. It was our pleasure 
to offer them space in our 
church during the last school 
year.  

We wish them all the luck in 
the world and joyful times 
filled with God’s grace and 
peace as they continue to serve 
the children of Camden.  
Volunteers and other support 
will still be needed. Keep your 
eyes open and watch the 
bulletin and Glad Tidings for 
opportunities or go to their 
website: www.kidsalley.org.

mailto:beewulf@mac.com
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:beewulf@mac.com
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org


MUSIC MINISTRY
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As we look toward the end of summer, we anticipate the beginning of a new musical 
season.  Please find your choir below so that you can put that important first 
rehearsal on your calendar! 

First Rehearsals for Children and Youth Choirs 
Cherub Choir (ages 4–5): Wed., Sept. 11th; 3:45–4:25pm, Rm 304 
Carol Choir (1st and 2nd grade): Wed., Sept. 11th; 4:30–5:10pm, Rm 304 
Chapel Choir (3rd–6th grade): Wed., Sept. 11th; 3:45–4:30pm, Choir Rm 
Alleluia Bells (4th–6th grade): Wed., Sept. 11th; 4:30–5:15pm, Bell Rm 

Whitechapel Bells (7th–8th grade): Wed., Sept. 11th; 5:20–6:00pm, Bell Rm 
Thomas Sherrerd Choir (7th–12th grade): Wed., Sept. 11th; 6:30–7:30pm, Choir Rm 
Kirk Ringers (9th–12th grade): Wed., Sept. 11th; 7:30–8:30pm, Bell Rm 

First Rehearsals for Adult Choirs 
Moore Bells: Thurs., Sept. 12th; 6:30pm–7:30pm, Bell Rm 
Chancel Choir: Thurs., Sept. 12th; 7:30pm–9:15pm, Choir Rm 

Chancel Choir Retreat 
Our Chancel Choir Retreat will be on Saturday, September 7th from 9:00am–3pm in the (air-conditioned) 
Lutheran Church of Our Savior (204 Wayne Ave, Haddonfield, NJ 08033). We'll borrow their choir room to 
catch up, enjoy snacks and lunch, work on the music that will begin our season, and renew our purpose 
together.  I am looking for volunteers to provide a few more light breakfast items, water bottles, side 
dishes for lunch.  Please email me if you would like to bring any of those things.  (I'll send out a reminder as 
we approach the date if more volunteers are needed.)

Peter Leibensperger 
Music Director

VBS 2019: July 29-August 2

More photos by Anne Vial 
from day 2 on page 8.  



SAVE THE DATE FOR RALLY DAY! 
On Sunday, Sept. 8, church members and friends 
are invited to attend this ministry showcase and 
all-church lunch from 11:15am-12:15pm in 
Fellowship Hall. Tables around the room will 
showcase our many mission, educational and 
fellowship opportunities, as well as fun activities 
for children. Worship will be held at 8:30 a.m. in 
the Chapel and at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary with 
the Rally Day Lunch to follow. 

CALLING ALL NINTH GRADERS 
Confirmation Class participants and their parents 
will register in Fellowship Hall on Rally Day, Sept. 8 
and then meet with teachers Lee Federline, Deb 
Nussbaum,and contributors Jeff VanderKuip, 
Lindsay Sommers and pastor Bill Getman at 11:45 
in the Light House (1st Floor) for an orientation 
meeting. Please bring your academic, sports, and 
family calendars with you. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION ONLINE 
The link to the online Sunday School Registration 
form will be e-mailed to church members at the 
beginning of September and will also be available 
on our church website on the Sunday School 
Registration page. Every family must fill out a 2019 
-2020 CE Registration form and a Parent Volunteer 
Form for their child(ren) to be registered.  

FIRST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL!  
Sunday School begins on Sept.15, so be sure to 
have registered your children using the online 
forms that were emailed or available on the 
church website.  
        *Sunday School Students (preschool through 
8th grade) will meet in the Sanctuary and be 
dismissed to their classrooms with their teachers 
following the Children's Message. 
          *Confirmation Class (9th graders) will meet at 
10am in the Sanctuary and stay for the 10am 
service. Students will then move to the Light 
House and attend class from 11:15am-12:30pm. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED  
If you are feeling called to become more involved 
in our church community, please consider serving 
at a Sunday School Teacher during the 2019-2020 
school year.  

No prior teaching experience needed and you will 
be given all the support and supplies needed for 
class.We are especially in need of teachers to lead 
3rd/4th and 5th/6th grade classes. If you are 
interested in finding out more about teaching 
Sunday School, please email me at 
gabbyheimerling@gmail.com. 

4

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Autumn 2019 

Openings for 
Beginning-Intermediate & Advanced Piano Students 

at First Presbyterian Church, Haddonfield 

Given by Mark A.Cole 
Organist/Pianist at First Presbyterian Church, 

Please email  mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 
or call 717-343-2700 for details 

mailto:gabbyheimerling@gmail.com
mailto:gabbyheimerling@gmail.com
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Preschool News

The whole purpose of education is to turn 

mirrors into windows. 

         Sydney J. Harris, American Journalist 

September 9 – 13 Our first week of school for 2019– 2020  

Our beginnings are somewhat noisy! Teachers will be bustling from supply closets 
to copier to classrooms. Soon quiet hallways will be filled with parents looking for children’s rooms. Some of the 
youngest Mother’s Morning Out children will be crying, which lasts a short time till they cry because they want 
to stay and play!  

I have missed all the noises and activities during the summer months. It is wonderful to begin celebrating our 
49th year of Preschool. The year is guaranteed to be filled with smiles.  

                                                              What sunshine is to flowers...... smiles are to humanity  

There are still some class openings available for the coming year. Spread the word, tell your neighbors, call the 
Preschool Office, 856-429-0609.  

    Body Works / Step Exercise Classes, sponsored by the Preschool begins September 9th, Fellowship 
Hall, 9:15 am. Babysitting is available. Stop by the Preschool Office for information or call Sue Heindel, 
428-6641.  

    2019 – 2020 Preschool Registrations for church members during the months of August & September.  

    We celebrate the 49th
 
Anniversary of Nursery School this year.  

Sept. 29 “Blessing of the Back Packs”  
We are celebrating this day with Sunday School. Children bring your backpacks ; Adults bring your brief 
cases, ipads, or pocket calendars. These items will receive special prayers for your year ahead. All parents, 
children, visitors and church members are invited to celebrate this Sunday. Come to the 10 am 
service for worship. Join us!  

Yankee Candle Sale  
Sept. brings our first fundraiser. Packets are available at the Preschool Office. You will receive 
your orders before Thanksgiving.  

LINE DANCING in Fellowship Hall for ladies, 7 pm ....starting September. Join us for a fun time, good 
exercise, and a great stress reliever! $7 a class, schedule is in the Preschool or Church Office.  

Barbara Sewall 
Preschool Director



Presbyterian Women thank all of you who 
supported our yearly fund-raiser, the Strawberry 
Festival. That first Friday in June always holds the 
promise of a tasty dessert, out of the world 
entertainment, the opportunity to enjoy a star-
studded performance by members of our choir 
accompanied by the nimble fingered Peter 
Leibensperger and Mark Cole .      

Dr. Elsie McKee, Professor at Princeton Theological 
Seminary, was the guest speaker at our spring 
luncheon.  Dr. McKee spoke on her project, Cradle 
of Abundance, in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, which teaches women to sew. When the 
women have been taught to sew, they are 
presented with a sewing machine. They have 
established a small store which gives them the 
ability to become more independent. 

Our PW presented Dr. McKee with a check which 
she has used for the work of Mamon Monique and 
her colleagues and students in the Congo. 

Dr. McKee brought some of the products with her 
- dresses, gowns, tote bags, etc. - to display.  Some 
of our members and guests purchased the colorful 
items. 

September brings a new season for  Presbyterian 
Women. It’s the perfect time for all women of our 
church to join the fellowship which the PW offers. 
Perhaps you’re interested in a Circle which 
specializes in sewing projects, or in one which 
conducts a year-long study of a unit in the Bible. 
Perhaps you’d prefer being a sustaining member, 
supporting the PW with monetary contributions 
and helping with specific projects. 

Our membership chair, Carol Carty, will be happy 
to talk with you and give you any information in 
which you’re interested. Please call her at 
856-858-6442. 
   —Connie Reeves

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
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So, when we have made 
every effort to understand, 
we are ready to take upon 

ourselves the mystery of things; 
then the most trivial of 

happenings is touched by wonder, 
and there may come to us 

by grace, a moment 
of unclouded vision.

—Helen Luke,Old Age

Parish Register 

Joined the Church Triumphant 

Susan Pfisterer Langford 
July 9 

Andrew Irwin Keay 
July 11 

Carolyn Berger 
July 16 
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NEW ONLINE CONNECTIONS! As summer 
winds its way to August and beyond, be on the 
lookout for an invitation to join Realm 
(“onrealm.org”). We will email you with an 
invitation to join and instructions on getting 
started. Once you sign on, you will be able to 
create an online profile, receive church 
communications, and check on your donations. 
Our long-term goal is to move all church 
communications to the Realm system, including 
church-wide emails and Glad Tidings. There is a 
Realm link on the church website. If you can’t 
find the invitation email, let the office know and 
we will resend.  Kris and Anne will be available 
on Rally Day to answer questions about  
onrealm.org and the Realm app. 

REALM.ORG is our online information 
system: organize your church group for emails, 
chats and document sharing. In addition, see 
the church directory, your giving statement, 
church announcements and newsletters. And 
you can give online! Are you never without your 
phone? Realm has an app for doing church 
business on the go. 

ON THE BUS WITH BETSY B.   New Trips 

December 6 - “Joy to the World” Christmas Show at 
American Music Theatre.  Start the Christmas season 
with this wonderful show at Lancaster’s premiere 
venue.  Lunch at Shady Maple Smorgasbord.  This trip 
does fill up fast so get your reservations in by 
October 1.  Cost is $99. 

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP  
2ND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH  
Alzheimer’s Disease can leave diagnosed individuals 
and caregivers isolated. You are not alone. 
Brandywine Living invites you to its monthly support 
group where we discuss topics related to Alzheimer’s 
and dementia. Engage with others who are 
experiencing the same challenges as you, and learn 
ways to cope through support and education.  

RSVP not required but encouraged! Call 856- 
429-5500. Brandywine Living at Haddonfield, 132 
Warwick Road, Haddonfield, NJ 08033.

Summer Update    
IN CASE YOU MISSED IT IN JULY

Summer around the church is usually marked by 
quiet.  But not this summer! The sounds of 
renovations, repairs, repainting and replacements 
surround us every day. And they are just 
beginning.  

Work on the interior and exterior of the Light 
House/Manse is progressing well. Upgrading of the 
Wezner House in preparation for the arrival of 
Interfaith Caregivers and their use of the first floor 
is nearly complete. Carpeting for the Sanctuary 
and Chapel has been ordered. New entry way 
flooring for the Education Building will be arriving 
soon. Contracts are being sought for the repair and 
repainting of the outside of the Chapel and office 
windows. Barbara Sewall and her preschool staff 

are busy rearranging classrooms. And other 
smaller, less noticeable projects are being 
completed.  

All of this - and we hope more in the foreseeable 
future - is happening because of the diligent work 
of the Finance and Property Committee, Janet 
Lehman, Robin Wright, and other volunteers who 
see things that need to be done and do them. I 
love all the noise and commotion, because it 
means we are attending to our wonderful church. 
This care has been made possible by some very 
generous bequests and gifts.  

As one member said to me recently, "It's God's 
house, but it's our home." I'm deeply grateful for all 
those who are caring for God's house and our 
church home!  
 
In Christ's peace,  
Bill

http://onrealm.org
http://onrealm.org


PERIODICAL

VBS ’19 

SONGS 
STORIES 
CRAFTS 

SHARING 

ROBOTS?


