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Pastor’s Notes 

Dear Family of Faith Members, 

A Jewish friend who is faithful to his community regularly 
participates in observances of Shiva. In fact he is often asked 
to offer the prayers for the deceased friend and his or her 
family. The day the Eagles beat the Chicago Bears to continue 
their unexpected run in the NFL playoffs, he went to the 
home of a man who had just died.  

Nearly 100 people were gathered to observe the ritual. But as 
he walked in the house he discovered that all of them were 

parked in front of the grieving family's large screen TV, screaming in unison E-A-
G-L-E-S! Rather sheepishly they asked if he could wait until the game was over to 
offer his prayers. He did, he told me, as he laughed about the entire scene. He also 
said that he was tempted to alter the nature of his prayers after the Eagles' 
remarkable win! 

I love this story for several reasons, not the least of which is that I'm a huge Eagles 
fan. But I also appreciate the reminder it provides that life goes on. Please don't 
misunderstand me, I know how painful grief can be. And whether we are 
observing Shiva or participating in a loved one's memorial or funeral service, 
sorrow is no laughing matter. But I also know that after a period of intense 
grieving, humor can be part of the healing, especially if the loved one we've lost 
provided in her or his life ample reasons to laugh. Oh yes, the man my friend was 
praying for was an avid Eagles fan, and everyone gathered at his home knew he'd 
want them to pray after his team's victory. 

One other thought. I wish we in the Christian community had a similar 
observance to our Jewish friends' Shiva. We all need to be reminded to surround 
those who are grieving with love, care and support, and not just in the days 
immediately following the death and services, but in the painful months to 
follow. Whether those months include tears, laughter or some expression of any 
of a variety of sorrow's emotions (even an Eagles cheer), may you and I come 
along side those who would otherwise be forced to bear their grief alone. 

In Christ's peace, 
Bill 

Rev. Bill Getman 
Senior Pastor
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ON THE BUS WITH 
BETSY B!  
"Ovation" at the American 
Music Theatre is a musical 
masterpiece - a symphonic 
celebration featuring classic 
tributes to Frank Sinatra, Ella 
Fitzgerald as well as Josh 
Groban.  Lunch included at 
Miller's Buffet.  The cost is $98.  
Deadline for reservations is 
April 1. 

"Sounds of Summer" at the 
Mount Airy Resort pays 
tribute to the Beach Boys.  
We'll have fun, fun, fun on this 
trip for $85. which includes 
buffet lunch and a show.  
Deadline for reservations is 
April 1. 

Longwood Gardens Tour on 
June 11.  Includes $15.00 
lunch voucher for the Gardens 
Cafe. The cost of the trip is 
$78.  Deadline for reservations 
is May 1.  Call me at 
856-546-0685 or email me at 
betzb26@gmail.com 

COMMON GROUND 
CONVERSATION #2 – 
Please join us next Sunday, 
February 3, in the Sanctuary 
immediately following 10:00 
worship as we continue our 
Common Ground 
Conversation exploring the 
role of advocacy in church 
community. Bill will lead the 
gathering, using H. Richard 
Niebuhr's book Christ and 
Culture as a resource. 

OUR COAT COLLECTION 
will continue through the 
winter. We have a special need 
for children’s coats. Bring to 
donation closet in the Parlor 
hallway.

Glad Tidings 

Betsy Westermaier  
Editor 

beewulf@mac.com 

— Church Staff — 

Rev. Bill Getman  
Pastor 

Peter 
Leibensperger 
Music Director 

Nancy Ruth 
Wainwright  

Children’s Choirs 

Mark A. Cole 
Organist 

Gabrielle 
Heimerling 

Director of Christian 
Education 

Jeff Vanderkuip 
Director of Youth 

and Family 
Ministries 

Barbara Sewall  
Preschool Director 

Anne Vial  
Office Administrator 

Kris Bean  
Financial Secretary 

Ed Hess 
Director of Social 

Work 

Elizabeth Kessler  
Receptionist 

Mike Richardson 
Custodian

FPC WOMEN’S RETREAT 
Women of First Presbyterian 
Church, you are invited to 
join us for a weekend away 
with your sisters of faith. Led 
by pastor and author Beth 
Scibienski, we will spend 
the weekend of March 
1-3 nurturing our spirits in 
Christian community. 
  
We will stay at Emmaus 
House, located in 
beautiful Ocean Grove, 
NJ, one block from the 
ocean. Emmaus House is a 
wholistic center providing 
care for women religious. It is 
a wonderful setting to find 
nourishment, personal 
enrichment and spiritual 
growth.  
  
Cost is $215 per person, 
which includes private room 
and bath and all meals.  
  
Limit 15 women – first come, 
first served. Please check out 
the links (below) to Beth’s 
work and Emmaus House 
and prayerfully consider if 
you would like to come. We 
will gather on Friday, March 1 
at Ocean Grove for dinner, 
and we will finish after lunch 
on Sunday, March 3. 
  
Questions and RSVP by 
February 1 to Becky 
Bryan, rebeccabryan@me.co
m, or Peg Manochi, 
pegmanochi@gmail.com. 
Deposit of $100 is required to 
reserve your spot; make 
checks out to First 
Presbyterian Church with 
"Women’s Retreat" in the 
memo. 
Beth Scibienski 
Emmaus House

mailto:betzb26@gmail.com
https://haddonfieldpres.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5ed78472b63b8bcb329f57c4c&id=d1e17fdb82&e=3996920bd6
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MUSIC MINISTRY

Worship Participation Schedule 

   Cherub Choir   2/3/19  10:00am 

   Carol Choir  2/3/19  10:00am 

   Chapel Choir  2/10/19 10:00am 

   Thomas Sherrerd 2/10/19 10:00am 
   Choir 

   Whitechapel Bells 2/10/19 10:00am 

   Moore Bells  2/17/19 10:00am 

   Kirk Ringers  2/24/29 10:00am  

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes. 
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 

This season, both Alleluia Bells and Whitechapel Bells are exploring their new hymn “Immortal, Invisible, 
God Only Wise” as they prepare to ring in the coming weeks.  Both Nancy Ruth and I have made it a point to 
delve into the text of this hymn with our choirs to give them a better understanding of what their worship 
means.  Before Alleluia Bells’ first rehearsal in January, we met at the piano in the sanctuary and opened our 
hymnals to #263 to learn the melody of this hymn.  Then we started in on the lyrics.  When we reach “in light 
inaccessible hid from our eyes” I mentioned how we can’t see God, and to my surprise, several of the young 
choir members objected.  “Of course you can see God!” said one, “He’s everywhere!”  When I asked him 
what he meant he said, “When it rains, it’s God.  When you eat food, it’s God.”  I had to chuckle at first, but 
the more I thought about it, the more I realized how indoctrinated I am in my belief that we can’t see God and 
that we only see God’s handiwork.  I wondered why I am (and this hymn is) so convinced that there exists a 
corporeal God that we are simply not worthy of seeing.  Could we aspire to share the faith of a child who 
believes that when it rains we truly are seeing God?  And if we did, in what ways would we feel closer to 
God?

Peter Leibensperger 
Music Director
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WINTER IS A GREAT TIME FOR CHILDREN TO JOIN CHOIR! Children, ages 4 – Grade 2 are invited 
to join us at Wednesday rehearsals: Cherub Choir 3:45 - 4:15 for those age 4 – Kindergarten, and Carol Choir 
4:30 – 5:10 for 1st and 2nd graders. Contact Nancy Ruth Wainwright for more information: 
nancyruthw@comcast.net

mailto:nancyruthw@comcast.net
mailto:nancyruthw@comcast.net


Preschool News 

In case of snow cancellations: 
Check the website -  www.haddonfieldpres.org, 
go to the Preschool Page, weather alerts. 

FEBRUARY:   

A Valentine’s Day Card to you: 
“When someone loves you, the way they say your name is 
different.  You just know that your name is safe in their mouth.”  
      Billy- age 4 

Summer School Registration begins- Feb. 11th 

Sign up for Summer School for those children entering our 
classes in the Fall, … 
 “Going into the 21/2 classes”  ……thru to “going into 
Kindergarten”. 

Preschool Open House – February 12 – 15, 10 am – 2 pm 

No school February 18– 19 

Special Day Celebration Coming up: 
Dr. Seuss Week – Feb. 25 – Mar.1  Come see our hallway doors! 
  

Hearts are purses God has made  
to put our loved ones in.

Barbara Sewall 
Preschool Director
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SUPPORT THE YOUTH MISSION 
TRIP!! You will find envelopes in the 
hallway behind the Parlor. Choose an 
amount you feel comfortable giving, 
enclose cash or a check and drop off in 
the church office. If paper isn’t your 
thing, see the next announcement. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT YOU CAN 
SEND MONEY TO ANY OF OUR 
CHURCH FUNDS BY TEXTING? 
Just text to 73256, Keyword FPCH1906, 
then you can choose a fund and make a 
contribution! (Fund choices include 
Youth Mission Trip and Deacons fund.) 

IHOC MALL WALK  FOR THE 
HOMELESS is on Sunday, February 
24th in the Voorhees Town Center at 
2:30.  Registration begins at 1:30.

Parish Register 

Baptism 
  

Finnerty Kelley Scott, son of 
Lindsey and Jeremy Scott 

Joined the Church 
Triumphant 

January 20 
Craig Huber 
1954 - 2019 

January 22 
Clara E. Getman  

1919 - 2019

Excerpts from A Tribute to Clara E. Getman 
Clara Ethel Mains was born in Seymour, Indiana, on January 2, 
1919, and moved with her parents as an infant to Phoenix, 
Arizona. She was a 1936 honors graduate of Phoenix Union High 
School and a 1940 graduate of the University of Southern 
California in Los Angeles, with a major in history.  Clara married 
her beloved husband Dr. Gerald Nathan Getman, a Minnesota 
optometrist researching early childhood special needs, in 1940 
and moved to Luverne (pop. 3,000), Minnesota. She was an active 
Presbyterian laywoman who modeled living faith with grace and 
patience.  Her kitchen was one of the first stops for meals and 
clothing in the Post Depression and post WWII era for many 
relatives and for “hobos” who rode the rails. Many of her more 
than 40 children and grandchildren are in ministries, education, 
and other service professions today. 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org


WE ARE STARTING THE JUSTICE AND ADVOCACY BOOK CLUB – JOIN US! Have you ever 
wanted to be in a book club but you were never invited? OR have you ever belonged to a book club only to 
be disappointed by a brief book discussion time? This may be the book club for you. We are going to pick 
one book each calendar quarter that will delve into issues of social justice and invite anyone interested from 
our congregation to join – whether for one book or all 4 this year! Our first book is Christ & Culture by H. 
Richard Niebuhr. This book is a classic, taught at many seminaries and yet very readable, in which Niebuhr 
speaks of Christ and culture as two points of reference for faith and ethics and challenges a new generation of 
Christians to be true to Christ in a materialistic age. In other words, how is Christ relevant in our daily lives? 
How does our faith intersect with what is happening in our culture? Books are available, for free, in our 
church office and our book discussion will occur on Sunday, February 24, immediately after the 10 am 
service.

5

A NEW YEAR of HOPE and CARING 

GOOD NEWS from Pakistan is rare but Shakila 
Rani, Director of the REHAB Project, was able to share a 
few nuggets with us last Sunday. The program’s 
volunteers, including a GYN and lawyer, continue to 
serve abused women and girls but can now do so 
much more. Access to education, job skills training, 
counseling and micro loans are now available to even 
more women. More and more females have been 
inspired by Shakila and the women who have 
benefitted from the program. Very gradually, some 
men’s attitudes towards REHAB and women’s learning 
skills that help support their families have begun to 
change in a positive way.  

When she returns home, Shakila will take a new way to 
help girls stay in school. Peg Manochi showed Shakila 
how to make the reusable Girls Pads previously sent to 
Africa. Shakila plans to use the sample kits to teach 
women at REHAB how to make them so girls will no 
longer have to miss school each month and women 
will not be confined to their homes. 

There are still many challenges. Unfortunately, threats 
against the women at REHAB continue. Shakila and her 
family were bound and robbed in a home invasion by 
radicals. Her personal health issues have improved but 
continue to limit her ability to walk. Renting the 
building for REHAB is extremely expensive even by 
American standards. Hopefully, a building can be 
purchased to free up funds for programs that directly 
improve people’s lives. Electrical service is very erratic. 
As Shakila noted, “we are used to being cold and not 
having electricity.” In a city the size of Philadelphia 
there are many people in extreme need. 
We pray for the safety of Shakila, her family and the 
people of Pakistan. Thank you to the dozen people 
who stayed to meet Shakila after last week’s service.  

If you wish to support this incredibly brave woman and 
the work of REHAB, you can drop a check off at the 
church office or mail it directly to the address below. All 
checks should be made out to “Asian Christian 
Ministries” with “REHAB/Shakila” on the memo line. 
Asian Christian Ministries, Inc.  
PO Box 383 
Blackwood, NJ 08012  

WE WILL HOST THE IHOC MEN IN FEBRUARY! 
From February 10 to 24, the men from IHOC will be our 
guests. Please set aside some time to help with this 
important effort. If you can be an overnight host, 
please contact Roy Probst, 856-547-5549. If you can 
help provide food for meals, please contact Molly 
Revell, 856-429-0077. For general questions, contact Ed 
Hess, 856-428-8598. Join this wonderful project that 
helps get homeless men back on their feet and into 
productive work!    

Training for INTERFAITH CAREGIVERS is 
Wednesday, February 6, 2019 from 7:00-9:30 pm at 
the Mabel Kay Senior Center, 24 Walnut Street, 
Haddonfield (next to the Acme parking lot). For 29 
years Interfaith Caregivers has been helping people 
65+ and those with disabilities live independently 
and stay active in their community. Our volunteers 
provide rides to medical appointments, grocery 
stores, and social events.  We grocery shop and run 
errands with/for seniors.   Do you or someone you 
know need Interfaith Caregivers? If so call our 
office at 354-0298.   

Many of your neighbors are already helping 
our nearly 300 clients.  Won’t you join them?  Give as 
much time as you have –we work around your 
schedule.  For more details, call the Interfaith 
Caregivers office at 856-354-0298 or visit 
www.ifchaddons.org. 

http://www.ifchaddons.org
http://www.ifchaddons.org
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HELPING MIGRANT WORKERS’ FAMILIES 

Our PW has been faithful to many projects throughout 
the years. One of these projects involves helping the 
families of migrant workers in southern New Jersey. It 
was more than fifty years ago that Levato (Vetti) 
Thomas organized a mission project to provide 
hygiene bags for the children of those workers. Over 
the years we have continued the practice by asking for 
donations from Circle members and members of the 
congregation to fill the bags which include shampoo, 
combs, bars of soap, toothpaste and tooth brushes, 
deodorants and wash cloths. 

At this time, we are filling at least 100 bags and are 
again asking members of our church to help by 
providing any of the items mentioned above, new and 
full-sized. The items can be deposited in the box at the 
entryway to the sanctuary or in the donation closet 
behind the parlor. The bags will be distributed in June. 
Since Vetti moved to Gettysburg recently, now Neva 
Bosch is in charge.  

PRISON MINISTRY 

Another mission faithfully carried out for years by our 
PW is the Prison Ministry. In 1971 Mary Rhody, wife of 
the Rev. Fred Rhody, our assistant pastor at that time, 
organized our Prison Ministry program. Ten years 
earlier, weekly jail visits had been administered by the 
Society of Friends. However, when federal funding for 
the program ended and the Friends moved on to other 
projects, our church was one to stepped in to continue 
the program. 

Every Friday morning, our volunteers, Carol Carty, Janet 
Lehman, Judy Grantham, Judy Blank, Isabel Pross and 
Joan McCullough meet in the church parking lot and 
leave around 8:45 for Camden, returning at 
approximately 11:45. At the facility they split into two 
groups, each meeting around ten women. Our 
volunteers offer a prayer and devotions, and hymns are 
sung with the women. Prayer requests are written by 
the women, brought back to our church, and 
distributed among our members. The women may 
then choose a jigsaw puzzle or a booklet on self-help 
which has been approved by the Warden. The main 
purpose of the ministry is to remind the women that 
God loves them wherever they are, that they are 
valuable, and that they matter to us, to the world and 
especially to God. Our “Good Ladies,” as our volunteers 

are called, offer hope to the women as they face the 
many challenges in their lives. 

Changes have occurred during the almost fifty years in 
which our group has been involved. In the beginning, 
there were no more than ten to twelve women in jail at 
any one time; presently that number has increased to 
over 100.  

Originally, our Women’s Association Circles (which 
numbered many more than today) took turns 
supplying fresh fruit for the women. They also sent 
quantities of yarn which the prisoners used to knit or 
crochet into various items. That practice was 
eliminated when it was decided that the knitting 
needles could be used as dangerous weapons. 
Changes have also been made as to how visitors can 
be admitted to the Facility. Fifty years ago, it was a 
simple matter. Now it is necessary for our Good Ladies 
to go through an FBI check which includes a 
background check, being fingerprinted, photographed 
and drug tested.  

Some years ago, we were no longer allowed to put 
gifts for the women into bags sewn by our members. 
Everything had to be placed into plastic bags which 
could be checked before being distributed. However, 
for Christmas this year, white paper bags were allowed. 
The gift bag included a pair of socks, Dial soap, colored 
pencils, a writing tablet, a Christmas word search, a 
calendar, a Christmas card which the prisoner could 
use and a card signed by each of the Good Ladies. The 
women were very thankful. 

Can you devote one Friday morning per month by 
becoming a Good Lady? Our Prison Ministry team 
needs more members. Talk with any of the present 
members and learn about the satisfaction they receive 
from volunteering. You’ll be happy to join this positive 
group.  

If you would like to help throughout the year, 
donations of blank greeting cards, white envelopes for 
cards, lined paper pads, calendars and jigsaw puzzles 
(with all the pieces) can be used. Monetary 
contributions which allow the Good Ladies to make 
necessary purchases are always appreciated. All 
donations may be dropped off at the Prison Ministry 
closet along the hall near the Parlor at any time. 

For more information, please call Carol Carty at 
856-858-6442.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
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Christian Heritage Topics    February 2019 
“Jesus of Nazareth in Art” 

The Christian Heritage class will meet this winter in the Hospitality Room on the Ground Floor from 11:25 a.m. 
(following worship) to 12:05 p.m. and will be led by David Stedman.  The usual method is powerpoint lecture. 

All are welcome! 

February 17  The Nature of Early Christian Art    Christian art goes hand in hand with Christian dogma, and it 
stresses not so much Jesus of Nazareth, but rather Christ the Lord.  Until the 3rd century A.D., Christian art consisted 
mainly of “child-like” frescos in the catacombs and art on sarcophagi. It was mainly SEPULCHRAL and stressed the 
two sacraments: Baptism and the Eucharist.  After the rise of Christianity to a place of prominence in the 4th century 
Roman Empire, Christ became the Lord of All—the Pantocrator—seen on high in his mandorla. These continued in 
the Eastern Church as Icons. Then in the Middle Ages the concept of Jesus as the Light of the World was followed by 
emphasis on two types of Crucifixion, a Christ on the Cross Victorious, and a very human Christ on the Cross in 
terrible suffering and/or dead. 

February 24  Giotto di Bondone (c. 1267 - January 8, 1337), was an Italian painter and architect from Florence  To 
his contemporaries, Giotto was “the most sovereign master of painting in his time, who drew all his figures and their 
postures according to nature.”  Vasari described Giotto as making a decisive break with the prevailing Byzantine style 
and as initiating “the great art of painting as we know it today, introducing the technique of drawing accurately 
from life, which had been neglected for more than two hundred years.”  Giotto’s masterwork is the decoration of the 
Scrovegni (or Arena) Chapel in Padua which was completed around 1305. The fresco cycle depicts the Life of the 
Virgin and the Life of Christ. It is regarded as one of the supreme masterpieces of the Early Renaissance. 

March 3  The Scrovegni Chapel  The Arena Chapel was commissioned to Giotto by the affluent Paduan banker, 
Enrico Scrovegni.  In the early 1300s Enrico purchased the area on which the Roman arena had stood. Here he had 
his luxurious palace built, as well as a chapel annexed to it. The chapel’s project was twofold: to serve as the family’s 
private oratory and as a funerary monument for himself and his wife. Enrico commissioned the 26-year-old Giotto to 
decorate his chapel.  He had a team of about 40 collaborators, and they calculated that 625 work days were 
necessary to paint the chapel. A “work day” meant that portion of each fresco that could be painted before the 
plaster dried and was no longer “fresh.” Cycles of scenes showing the Life of Christ and the Life of the Virgin were the 
grandest form of religious art in the period, and Giotto’s cycle is unusually large and comprehensive, showing the 
ambition of the commission. Giotto’s innovation lies in the monumentality of his forms and the clarity of his 
compositions. The cycle recounts the story of salvation. The frescos have recently been restored and conserved.

NEWS FROM THE APNC

The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee has 
been hard at work seeking our next Associate 
Pastor. The Ministry Information Form we worked 
on through the fall received final approval from 
the Session in November and was approved by the 
Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry in November. 
We were then able to begin the “matching” process 
through the Church Leadership Connection and 
have been diligently working to assess the 
characteristics of the candidates who have 
emerged through that process.  

We have a hard-working, diligent committee 
representing the congregation in this effort. The 
Committee meets weekly and approaches the work 
with thoughtfulness and care. Everyone feels free 
to express their opinion and, even when we don’t 
agree, we find a way to reach consensus. Please 
don’t be offended if your questions about our 
progress are met with a vague response. While it’s 
important that our work remains confidential, we 
want you to know that we are committed to 
finding that candidate who will be the best “fit” 
with our Church family; and that’s a special person!  

Please keep the Committee in your prayers.



JUSTICE and ADVOCACY 
Opportunities for Discipleship 

So what does it mean to believe that advocacy is intrinsically related to 
discipleship? This claim takes seriously the work of Jesus Christ as one who 
reached out to strangers and friends, offering of himself to heal bodies 
and spirits. “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease 
and every sickness among the people” (Matt. 4:23). Both in Christ’s day-to-
day ministry and in his saving grace that touches our lives now, Jesus 
offers a model of advocacy. 

Here are two different activities related to Discipleship that you might 
be interested in. 

The first is the PCUSA’s annual Advocacy Training being held in 
Washington DC on April 5th. 

Here’s a description of the Compassion, Peace and Justice training: 
  Gather with your fellow Presbyterians as we look at how our church and 
our partners are working to organize for change. In plenaries and 
workshops we will look at the Church as movement and as well as ways to 
build movements for change. We will hear from inspiring leaders and 
learn about past, present and future efforts to bring about a more just 
society and world. We will offer concrete tools and strategies for members 
and their congregations to organize and advocate in their churches and 
local communities.  This is a one day program that is followed by an 
optional 2 day program titled Ecumenical Advisory Days. 

Members of our congregation have attended both workshops and 
have found them valuable.  Use the link below to get more info and to 
register.   

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-
justice/washington/advocacy-training-weekend/ 

The second activity is a four week devotional offered by PCUSA 
titled Advocacy as Discipleship: A People called to Witness.   

This devotional will use the Bible, our Confessions and Presbyterian 
writings alongside resources from beyond our denomination to help us 
think about how God is calling us into action and reflection today. 
I have just completed Week One and this Devotional has already been 
very helpful to me in discerning my gifts and understanding the 
Presbyterian call to be a Public Witness.  It takes between 5 - 15 
minutes a day to read the lesson and answer the thought-provoking 
questions provided.  It is free and can be downloaded at the link 
below. 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/advocacy-discipleship-
people-called-witness/ 
     —Paul Urian 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/washington/advocacy-training-weekend/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/advocacy-discipleship-people-called-witness/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/washington/advocacy-training-weekend/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/advocacy-discipleship-people-called-witness/

